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We need a global energy revolution. In developed nations we are wasting massive 
quantities of energy providing heat and light to our homes and businesses, whilst one and 
a half billion people have no access to electricity at all. The existing central power station 
model is based on old technology that spews carbon, energy and money straight up the 
chimney.

Energy Revolution shows us how we can change all of this. Telling stories of the change 
that’s already happening from around the world and drawing on two decades of his own 
unique experience, Howard Johns demonstrates how we can develop our own renewable 
energy projects to provide local energy and create a new fleet of businesses. He shows us 
how communities can build local energy solutions – renewable power stations that will 
be a new form of building society – where we come together to develop, finance and 
construct the infrastructure that we and future generations so desperately need.

Howard Johns explains how to design, set up and fund community energy systems, citing 
examples from countries that have already cut the amount of energy they use and supplied 
their needs from renewable energy. These new systems will create new jobs and 
businesses, reduce energy imports and create new local investment models.

This handbook contains the map we need to change the system from the bottom up and 
make the next great leap forward to achieving clean, affordable energy. Covering 
everything needed to structure your community power company, the technology, site 
assessment, legal and business planning, fundraising and financial modeling, putting 
people at the heart of your strategy. It’s time to take control, relocalise, reduce costs and 
carbon emissions, and join the energy revolution.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: In 2002, Howard Johns founded Southern Solar which grew 
into one of the largest solar companies in the south of the UK. He served as chairman of 
the Solar Trade Association for five years, representing the industry in the media, as well 
as in parliamentary hearings and at national and international conferences. Howard led 
the development of his local energy company and was instrumental in raising funds to 
build the first community owned solar PV system in the UK. He is a vocal advocate for 
renewable energy and a champion of community energy.
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